
Hayden led an expedition 
that included artist Thomas 
Moran and photographer 
William H. Jackson. They 

brought back 
images that 
helped con-
vince Con-
gress that the 
area known as 
Yellowstone 
needed to be 
protected and 
preserved.  

In 1872, President Ulysses 
S. Grant signed a law de-
claring that Yellowstone 
would forever be 
"dedicated and set apart as 
a public park or pleasuring 
ground for the benefit and 
enjoyment of the people." 

Long before any recorded 
human history in Yellow-
stone, a massive volcanic 
eruption spewed an im-
mense volume of ash that 
covered all of the western 
U.S., much of the Mid-
west, northern Mexico and 
some areas of the eastern 
Pacific. The eruption 
dwarfed that of Mt. St. 
Helens in 1980 and left a 
caldera 30 miles wide by 45 
miles long.  

That climactic event oc-
curred about 640,000 years 
ago, and was one of many 
processes that shaped Yel-
lowstone National Park.  
Geothermal wonders, such 
as Old Faithful, are evi-
dence of one of the world's 

largest active volcanoes. 
These spectacular features 
bemused and befuddled the 
park's earliest visitors, and 
helped lead 
to the crea-
tion of the 
world's first 
national 
park. 

Fur trap-
pers' fantas-
tic tales of 
cauldrons 
of bubbling mud and roaring 
geysers sending steaming 
plumes skyward made their 
way back east. Several expe-
ditions were sent to investi-
gate, opening the West to 
further exploration and ex-
ploitation. In 1871, Ferdinand 

Massive Volcanic Eruption Pummels 
Western U.S, Causes Giant Crater 

Devil’s Tower Proclaimed National Monument 

The nearly vertical 
monolith known as 
Devils Tower rises 

1,267 feet above the 
meandering Belle 
Fourche River. Once 

hidden below the earth's 
surface, erosion has 
stripped away the softer 
rock layers revealing Dev-
ils Tower.  

Known by several north-
ern plains tribes as Bears 
Lodge, it is a sacred site of 
worship for many Ameri-
can Indians. The rolling 
hills of this 1,347 acre 

park are covered with pine 
forests, deciduous wood-
lands, and prairie grass-
lands. Deer, prairie dogs, 
and other wildlife are 
abundant. 

Proclaimed September 24, 
1906 as the nation's first 
national monument by 
President Theodore Roo-
sevelt.  
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FAMOUS PEOPLE 

FROM THE ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN STATES:  

Tim Allen actor, Denver, Colorado 

Gutzon Borglum Mt. Rushmore 
sculptor, Bear Lake, Idaho 

Picabo Street skier, Triumph, 
Idaho 

Evel Knievel daredevil motorcy-
clist, Butte, Montana 

Jeannette Rankin first woman 
elected to Congress, Missoula, Mon-
tana 

Andre Agassi tennis player, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 

Philo Farnsworth television pio-
neer, Beaver, Utah 

Donny Osmond, Marie Os-
mond singers, Ogden, Utah 

Jackson Pollock painter, Cody, 
Wyoming 
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Can you name all 
six states in the 

Rocky Mountains 
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Rocky Mountain Crossword 
The Rocky Mountain States are home to some 
of the tallest mountains in North America, 
here are some of those mountains and their 
heights: 

Kings Peak, Utah: 13, 528 ft. 

Borah Peak, Idaho: 12,662 ft. 

Granite Peak Montana: 12,799 ft. 

Mt. Elbert, Colorado: 14,440 ft. 

Fast Facts 

The Rocky Mountain Region is home to many 
of the United States National Parks and 
Monuments, 
including 
Yellowstone 
National Park, 
the first 
national park 
in the world.  
Other national 
parks and 
monuments include: 

· Devil’s Tower National Monument, 
Wyoming 

· Glacier National Park, Montana 

· Arches National Park, Utah 

· Bryce Canyon National Park, Utah 

· Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado 

· Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado 

· Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming 

· Zion National Park, Utah 

· Canyonlands National Park, Utah 

· Capitol Reef National Park, Utah 

· Dinosaur National Monument, Colorado  

Clues:  
 

Across 
6. What is the world’s oldest National Park? 
9. In what state would you find Moscow and Boise? 
10. What mountain range goes through the states of Wyoming, Colorado, 
and Idaho? 
11. In Las Vegas Nevada, you can play just about any type of ____ game . 
12. You couldn't drink from the large lake in Utah, because it is high in 
_____ content . 
 
Down 
1. This geyser in Yellowstone National Park erupts once per hour, 

Old________.  
2. What tower in Wyoming won't you find Angels hanging out at? 
3. The smoke jumpers, and elite fire fighter force, train in what Montana 
city? 
4. What is the capital of Colorado? 
5. Famous Utah resident Philo Farnsworth invented what electronic de-
vice?  
7. What National Park in Montana straddles the Canadian border?  
8. What is the nickname of the pro football team in Denver?  
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